[Isolation and identification of non-tuberculosis mycobacteria].
Seeding of 117,579 samples of clinical materials at the Central Microbiological Laboratory, Moscow Research and Practical Centre of Tuberculosis, resulted in isolation of 15,786 (13,4%) mycobacterial cultures, with 15,333 (97.1%) ones being identified as M. tuberculosis complex and 490 (3.1%) as non-tuberculosis mycobacteria (NTM). Samples collected in the Moscow region were dominated by MAC, M. kansasii, M. xenopi, and M. fotuitum. Cultivation on solid and liquid media in an automated regime was shown to be optimal for isolation of NTM. Comparison of mycobacteria identification by microbiological methods and by high performance liquid chromatography revealed excellent agreement between the results (96.1%), with the latter technique taking less time to obtain them. Agreement between identification of acid-resistant mycobacterial cultures using the MAIS-dif test system and microbiological methods was estimated at 93.5%. IMS biochips may also be used to detect species composition of myobacteria because only one case of disagreement with the results of microbiological methods was documented in the study of 108 cultures by the two techniques.